
I t  i s  most  defi n ite ly  tru e  that  th e re  is  a  lot  of  coffe e  grown  i n  s ituations  wh e re  ze ro  c h e m i ca l  fe rti l ize r ,  fu ngi c i de , 
h e rb i c i de ,  or  p esti c i des  a re  a p p l i e d  but  wh e re  th e  coffe e  ca rri es  no  c e rti f i cation  of  a ny  ki n d .  Most  of  th e  ti m e 
th es e  a re  “ orga n i c  by  defa u l t ”  coffe es  wh e re  th e  fa rm e r  ca n not  a cc es s  or  afford  c h e m i ca l s ,  so  it ’ s  not  a  c hoi c e  to 
b e  orga n i c ,  j u st  s i m p l e  n e c es sity .  Th e  fa rms  that  f it  th is  des c ription  u s ua l ly  fa l l  i nto  th e  cate gory  of  “ non - ma na ge d 
fa rm ” ,  m ea n i ng  that  th e  fa rm e rs  do  not  give  m u c h  i n put  at  a l l  to  th e  tre es  a n d  s i m p ly  col l e ct  c h e rri es  wh e n  th ey 
a p p ea r .

Th e re  is  ca u s e  for  m u c h  de bate ,  howeve r ,  a b out  orga n i c  c e rti f i cation  i n  s ituations  wh e re  fa rm e rs  a re  a ctive ly 
cu l tivati ng  th e  la n d  a n d  ca n  th eoreti ca l ly  a cc es s  a n d  afford  e ith e r  c h e m i ca l  fe rti l ize r  or  c e rti f i cation .  I s  tra nsition i ng 
to  fu l ly  c e rti f i e d  orga n i c  a  good  de c is ion ?  Let ’ s  look  at  b oth  th e  e nvi ronm e nta l  a n d  e conom i c  i m pa ct . . .

What  is  th e  d i ffe re n c e  b etwe e n  a  we l l - ma na ge d  coffe e  fa rm  that  u s es  fe rti l ize r  a n d  p ra cti c es  e ith e r  ze ro  or  ve ry 
l i m ite d ,  h i gh ly  d is c ri m i nate  p est / d is eas e  control  a n d  that  of  a  fu l ly  orga n i c  fa rm ?  Bea r  i n  m i n d  that  wh e n  we  look 
at  th e  reasons  for  orga n i c  fa rm i ng ,  n u m b e r  on e  is  to  p res e rve  th e  h ea l th  of  th e  e cosyste m  ( f lora ,  fa u na ,  i ns e ct 
a n d  wi l d l i fe ,  wate r  purity )  on  th e  fa rm  its e lf .  Along  th es e  sa m e  l i n es ,  p rote cti ng  fa rm  worke rs  from  expos ure  to 
p esti c i des  or  c h e m i ca l s  is  c riti ca l .  Both  of  th es e  goa l s  ca n  b e  a ccom p l is h e d  on  a  fa rm  that  u s es  i norga n i c  fe rti l ize r . 
Th e  key  is  to  ta ke  a  d is c ip l i n e d  a p p roa c h  a n d  p ra cti c e  what  is  ca l l e d  “ n utri e nt  bu d geti ng ” — u si ng  on ly  what  is  rea l ly 
n e c es sa ry  a n d  mon itori ng  soi l  h ea l th  a n n ua l ly .

N ea rly  eve ry  a gronom ist  I ’ ve  d is cu s s e d  this  with  has  fe l t  that  coffe e  fa rms  that  p ra cti c e  “ res ponsi b l e  m ethod s ” 
( i . e . ,  a p p rove d  typ es  of  a p p l i cations ,  u s e d  m i n i ma l ly  a n d  with  p re c is ion ,  a long  with  fu l l  tra cki ng / re cord  ke e p i ng ) 
for  h u s ba n d ry  a n d  p la nt  ma na ge m e nt  a re  p e rfe ctly  sou n d  from  a n 
e nvi ronm e nta l  p e rs p e ctive .  I t  i s  i m porta nt  to  rea l ize  that  coffe e 
is  a  b it  d i ffe re nt  tha n  most  c rops  that  attra ct  atte ntion  i n  th e 
orga n i c  worl d  i n  that  it  i s  norma l ly  grown  at  h i gh  e l evation  a n d  is 
p e re n n ia l .  Th e  cool  mou nta i n  c l i mates  natura l ly  re du c e  th e  n e e d 
for  p est  or  d is eas e  control ,  a n d  th e  exte nsive  root  syste ms  of  th e 
coffe e  tre es  h e l p  with  soi l  i nte grity .  M u c h  of  th e  coffe e  i n  th es e  e nvi ronm e nts  is  grown  u n de r  s ha de  that  de l ive rs 
orga n i c  m u l c h  to  th e  soi l  a n d  ca n  a ctive ly  f ix  n itroge n .

O ur  pa rtn e rs  at  F i n ca  Ma la ca ra  a re  a  good  exa m p l e  to  look  at .  Th ey  a re  ca refu l  e nvi ronm e nta l  stewa rd s ,  but  th ey 
have  ma de  th e  de c is ion  that  th ey  ca n not  s up port  th e  fa rm ’ s  deve lop m e nt ,  i n c l u d i ng  a l l  th e  soc ia l  p rogra ms  th ey  ru n 
( on - th e - fa rm  dayca re  for  c hi l d re n  of  worke rs ,  a  h ea l th  c l i n i c ,  a n d  a  fu l l - ti m e  s c hool )  u n l es s  th ey  p rodu c e  e nou gh 
coffe e  to  have  a n  eff i c i e n cy  of  s ca l e  a m i d st  q ui ckly  ris i ng  la b or  costs .  Goi ng  orga n i c  wou l d  d ra mati ca l ly  re du c e 
th e i r  i n com e  a n d  a b i l ity  to  s up port  th e  worke rs ,  at  l east  i n  th e  s hort  te rm .  An d  i f  th e i r  e nvi ronm e nta l  footp ri nt  is 
control l e d  a n d  s u sta i na b l e  i n  nature ,  motivation  to  move  to  fu l ly  orga n i c  p ra cti c es  is  m i n i ma l  to  non - existe nt .

O ur  b i g gest  p riority  ri ght  now  u n de r  th e  e nvi ronm e nta l  h ea de r  of  D i re ct  Tra de  is  wate r  conta m i nation ,  whi c h  we 
have  i de nti f i e d  as  on e  of  th e  most  s e riou s  i m m e d iate  e nvi ronm e nta l  haza rd s  on  a  coffe e  fa rm .  S e con d  is  u s e  of 
p esti c i des  a n d  h e rb i c i des .  That ’ s  what  we  focu s  on .  But  th e re  is  eve ry  i nte ntion  to  expa n d  our  s cop e  a n d  cons u l t 
with  e nvi ronm e nta l  exp e rts  to  ma ke  th e  e nvi ronm e nta l  com pon e nt  of  DT  more  sop histi cate d  a n d  i nte ns e .  I t ’ s  a 
p roc es s ,  a  c rawl  b efore  you  wa l k  e n deavor ,  wh e re  we  wa nt  to  e ns ure  fa rm e rs  th e  a b i l ity  to  ea rn  a  l ivi ng  from  th e i r 
coffe e  p rodu ction  a n d  b e com e  e conom i ca l ly  s e cure .  Th e n  we  ca n  ti ghte n  som e  s c rews  h e re  a n d  th e re ,  a n d  b ri ng 
th e m  a long  with  u s .  We  ma rc h  onwa rd s  towa rd s  th e  i dea l .

R E M E M B E R ,  I F  Y O U  O R  Y O U R  C U S T O M E R S  H A V E  Q U E S T I O N S
F O R  I N T E L L I G E N T S I A ’ S  C O F F E E  B U Y E R ,  G E O F F  W A T T S ,  P L E A S E  S E N D 

T H E M  T O :
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G E O F F  W A T T S  I S  I N T E L L I G E N T S I A ’ S  C O F F E E  B U Y E R , 
A N D  H E ’ S  H E R E  T O  A N S W E R  Y O U R  M O S T  P R E S S I N G 
C O F F E E  Q U E S T I O N S  A N D  S P I L L  H I S  H O T  C O F F E E 
K N O W L E D G E  O N  Y O U R  L A P !

There have long been rumors of coffees, particularly in Africa,  that are grown with organic farming 
practices (no pesticides,  herbicides,  or fungicides) but cannot be sold as Certified Organic coffee due 
to lack of the actual certification, presumably for reasons of cost.  How does Intel l igentsia define and 
assure “healthy environmental practices” in the absence of a certification?
										          El l ie H. ,  June 15,  2007

For even more information:
www.directtradecoffee.com


